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fqg— Misuse of children in the protests against the Citizenship Amendment Bill in different
parts of the contry.
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This is to bring to your kind attention the misuse of children in the protests against the
Citizenship Amendment Bill in different parts of the country. It has come to the Commission's
notice that certain group of protesters are involving children in unlawful activities like stone
pelting and other violent acts during the protests.

Such use of children, prima facie, amounts to violation of the rights of children under
provisions of the Juvenile Justice(Care and Protection)Act, 2015. Specifically, section 83(2) of
the Act states that any adult or an adult group uses children for illegal activities either
individually or as a gang shall be liable for rigorous imprisonment for a term which may
extend to seven years and shall also be liable to fine of five lakh rupees. Further, section 75 of
the Act states that whoever, having the actual charge of, or control over, a child, assaults,
abandons, abuses, exposes or wilfully neglects the child or causes or procures the child to be
assaulted, abandoned, abused, exposed or neglected in a manner likely to cause such child
unnecessary mental or physical suffering, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term
which may extend to three years or with fine of one lakh rupees or with both.

In light of above, NCPCR, being the statutory body for protection of child rights under
CPCR Act, 2005 and as per its mandate w/s 13(1) of the Act, recommends to your good office
to look into such matters of serious concerns involving misuse of children and take appropriate
action in the best interest of the children.
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